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Professor: Carla Silva (camsilva@ciencias.ulisboa.pt)

Assignments

Important dates

29 October – Research objective and research questions

10 December – Literature review w/ references

Final week (oral examination with the supervisor/s and colleagues)

mailto:camsilva@ciencias.ulisboa.pt
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Module 1 “My experience” 
former students of Eng. Energy and Environment

EDP company
Private bank
Audit and consulting
PhD “Sustainable Energy Systems” 

Module 2 “Dissertation offers” 
Research Professors & Companies

Module 3 What is the research?
What is the generic research methodology?
Research objectives and research questions
Methodology and method

Module 4 Literature review

Module 5 Reference manager

Module 6 Plagiarism & copyright

Module 7 Examples, assignments and doubts

Oral evaluation

Program
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At the end you should:

✓ Formulate your dissertation research objective and research 
questions;

✓ Formulate your dissertation Literature review with appropriate 
references;

✓ Use a reference manager cross checking each uploaded reference 
for correctness;

Goals
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1. S Cottrell, Dissertations and Project Reports: A Step by Step Guide, Red 

Globe Press, 1st Edition 2014, ISBN 9781137364265

2. B Greetham, How to Write Your Undergraduate Dissertation, Red Globe 

Press, 3rd Edition 2019, ISBN 9781352005226

3. M Breach, Dissertation Writing for Engineers and Scientists, Pearson 

Education, 1st Edition 2008, ISBN 9781405872782

4. R Boxman, Communication science: A practical guide for engineers and 

physical scientists, World Scientific Publishing Company, 1st Edition 2016, 

ISBN 9789813144231

Literature
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Available in the WEB –open access

Literature
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Available in the WEB - open access

Literature
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Generic Search engine
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Generic Search engine
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia

https://www.refseek.com/

https://www.refseek.com/
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia

https://www.academicinfo.net/subject-guides

https://www.refseek.com/

e.g. find the open book “How to write dissertations and project reports”

https://www.academicinfo.net/subject-guides
https://www.refseek.com/
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia

e.g. find the open book “How to write dissertations and project reports”
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia

e.g. find the open book “How to write dissertations and project reports”
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia

e.g. find the open book “How to write dissertations and project reports” 
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Search engine more 
oriented to academia

Refined search…..
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Research mindset

It is impossible to know 
everything! Each 

individual knows a little 
part of all the human 

knowledge
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Research mindset

It is impossible to know 
everything! Each 

individual knows a little 
part of all the human 

knowledge

“The man who asks a question is a fool for a 
minute, the man who does not ask is a fool for 
life.”

― Confucius
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Research mindset

Everyone makes 
mistakes, so, you 

should always question 
existing information –

critical thinking
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Research mindset

Yeager, D.S., Hanselman, P., Walton, G.M. et al. A national experiment reveals 

where a growth mindset improves achievement. Nature 573, 364–369 

(2019). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1466-y

….everyone can learn if they 
work hard, and those who see 
things that way will do better 
at school than those with fixed 
mindsets….
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Research mindset

Prof. Carol Dweck of Stanford University's psychology department divides people into two 
mindsets
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Research mindset

Prof. Carol Dweck of Stanford University's psychology department divides people into two 
mindsets
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Research mindset

Prof. Carol Dweck of Stanford University's psychology department divides people into two 
mindsets (TED talk)

Developing a growth mindset: 5 must-see TED talks
https://cezannehr.com/hr-blog/2019/07/developing-a-growth-mindset-five-must-see-ted-
talks/

https://cezannehr.com/hr-blog/2019/07/developing-a-growth-mindset-five-must-see-ted-talks/
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Research mindset

Jalan Jalan | Afonso Cruz

“Apesar da limitação de não conseguirmos ver uma parte da 
«realidade», se tivermos outro observador, de um ângulo oposto 
ao nosso, temos a «verdade», o cubo com seis lados (desde que 
os dois observadores comuniquem entre si). Também é possível 
ver a totalidade do mesmo poliedro se viajarmos para o outro 
lado.”
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Research mindset

Aggregate different viewpoints to see the BIG PICTURE

Holistic perspective

Indian ancient story……



Thanks




