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Supporting information 
for 

IUCN Red List assessments



1. Red List category and criteria

• Purple Skimmer Libellula
jesseana

• Vulnerable A2a;B2ab(iii) 

2. Documentation supporting the 
category and criteria

• Population size, trend and status; range;                    
threats; conservation measures; etc.

3. Distribution map

Components of a Red List assessment
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Purpose of supporting information

1. Supports and justifies the Red 
List assessment.

2. Allows basic analysis of Red List 
data across species (e.g., 
calculating the Red List Index).

3. Allows the Red List website to 
function properly (e.g., data search 
options).
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Full documentation is an essential part          
of a Red List assessment

Without proper documentation, the Red List is just a list – the 
documentation contains the useful information.

Proper documentation allows for informed reassessments.

The Red List informs conservation decisions: these must be 
based on well-documented information.

Scientific paper standards (stand-alone pdf versions of each 
assessment) require documentation standards be maintained.

The Red List is a scientific publication, regularly used and cited 
all around the world. 
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Regional Red List Documentation
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How can Red List Assessors ensure 
assessments are high quality?

 Understand the Categories & Criteria and apply them properly

 Justify the assessments with thorough supporting data

 Follow the documentation standards

 Provide relevant references

 Submit a good map

 Double check for consistency and for errors

 Work with other relevant groups doing Red List assessments
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Galápagos Fur Seal (Arctocephalus galapagoensis)

Supporting Information for 
Red List assessments



Distribution Map:

• Created and checked at the same time as the assessment 
is being carried out.

• Ensure the information in the distribution map matches the 
supporting information in the assessment

• Mismatching information between the map and the 
assessment will result in the assessment being returned.



Taxonomic Notes:

• Recent taxonomic changes.

• Current taxonomic doubts or debates about the validity or 
identity of the taxon.

• Undescribed species: provide details of who is working 
on a description and where the type specimens are held.



Justification (= Rationale):

• Explain why the taxon qualifies for this 
Red List Category and Criteria.

• Brief summary highlighting the key 
issues that are explained in more detail 
elsewhere in the account.

• Do not simply repeat the criteria 
thresholds.

• Report actual estimates used for data 
(e.g. EOO, AOO, population size).



Range Description:

• Summarize current global range & 
describe known historic range.

• Can include description of breeding 
range, non-breeding range, and 
migratory routes.

• Sensitive species: avoid providing 
specific details of exact locations.

• Widespread taxa: can be general (avoid 
long lists of countries in the text)



Population:

• Summarize data available for current population size and trend

• Explain historic populations and past declines.

• Include summaries of sizes and trends for different 
subpopulations or specific parts of the range, if appropriate. 

• If no quantitative information is available: record whether the 
taxon is “common”, “abundant”, “rare”, etc. 

• If there are no data available at all, state this and indicate why 
(e.g., no surveys have been carried out, recently discovered 
species, difficult to detect the species so tends to be 
overlooked, etc.)



Habitat and Ecology:

• Describe essential habitats & ecological 
requirements.

• Include any behavioural or physiological 
factors that make it particularly vulnerable to 
specific threats.

• Does not need to be extensive: detailed 
accounts of behaviour, diet, etc. is not 
necessary unless it is relevant to extinction 
risk (e.g., evidence of very slow growth 
rates).



Threats:

• Describe past, current and likely future threats and how these affect the 
global population (habitat loss or degradation, killing individuals, 
removal of individuals from the wild, etc).

• Try to be specific.

• Avoid listing all human activities occurring in the area without referring 
to how they affect the species.

• If there are no threats, or threats are unknown, state this and explain 
why.



Use and Trade:

• How is it collected? (individuals killed, live collection, 
parts harvested, etc.)

• What is it used for? (food, medicine, research, etc).

• Local, national or international trade?

• Sustainable or causing declines?



Conservation Actions:

• Describe conservation and research actions currently in 
place for the species (occurrence in protected areas, 
international conventions, national legislation, national Red 
List status, etc.)

• Describe any urgent conservation and research actions 
that would help to prevent its status deteriorating (be 
realistic about this; avoid a long and unachievable “wish-
list”).
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In general, please…

• Check the Required & Recommended Supporting 
Information for Red List Assessments

• Remember the Distribution Map is part of the 
supporting information.

• Avoid one word answers; complete sentences 
please.

• Explain abbreviations and acronyms.

• Be specific where possible (e.g. “area of occupancy 
is 8 km²” instead of “AOO is <10 km²”)

• Enter references in the correct format and check SIS before adding a 
reference.

• Do a final check of the text before moving to the next assessment 
(spellcheck, grammar, missing references, etc.)

• Follow the Supporting Information guidelines and use Red List 
terminology correctly.



IUCN accepts assessments 
written in the following 
languages:

• English (British)

• French

• Spanish (Castilian)

• Portuguese

Auto-translate feature also 
available on the website
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Prof. Philippe Bouchet

Taxonomic concepts and the 
IUCN Red List

Dr Jan van Tol

Dr Maurice Kottelat
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Taxonomy is a complicated world!

• All Red List taxa should be validly published using the 
appropriate international nomenclatural codes:

• International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN)

• International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and 
plants (Melbourne Code)

• General standard world checklists used for nomenclature on 
the Red List (with some deviations by Specialist Groups)

• See the Red List web site for a full list of taxonomic 
checklists used.
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=One taxonomist’s bag of 
apples

Another taxonomist’s bag of 
mixed fruit

CHANGING TAXONOMIC CONCEPTS
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2010: Species = LC 2017: Species = EN

The taxonomic concept has changed since 2010, so the 2017 assessment 
should not include the 2010 assessment as part of its assessment history.

CHANGING TAXONOMIC CONCEPTS
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